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Email: 
I wish/ do not wish (cross one out)  to be heard in support of this submission
Submission in relation to pages 18 and 55 (Transportation) of the Environment Waikato 2010/11 Draft Annual Plan.
ISSUE 1: PROPOSED HAMILTON-AUCKLAND COMMUTER/PASSENGER RAIL SERVICES

1.1 I remark that results from Hamilton City Council’s Residents Survey asked if they were in favour of the re-introduction of passenger rail services to Auckland. 84% of city residents thought it would be a good idea and agreed to be rated accordingly.  66% of survey respondents stated they would consider using services if more than one daily departure to Auckland was scheduled with over 43% stating that they would use services if they were restarted.  
A business case report on a potential Hamilton to Auckland Passenger Rail Service was commissioned by Environment Waikato in 2009. The Benefit:Cost Ratio was positive and an excellent starting point. I note the council last year chose, against growing public opinion, not to help fund the rail services.
1.2. I request the proposed Hamilton to Auckland commuter rail services be mentioned in this years Annual Plan.  I  note there is no mention of these proposed services in the Draft Annual Plan.
1.3. Residents, businesses and ratepayers of Hamilton and the Waikato have demonstrated through an exceptionally well received petition of 11,500 signatures, organised by the Campaign for Better Transport, that they demand commuter rail services between central Hamilton City and Downtown Auckland to be established immediately.  I believe this is a clear sign of what the region wants and demand positive action from EW this calendar year.
1.4. The huge support for commuter trains from the wider community clearly shows that this Draft Annual Plan MUST include funding and planning for the Hamilton-Auckland commuter rail service to commence this calendar year. 
1.5 I believe the petition and survey results are a compelling public demonstration to Environment Waikato Councillors that the rail service is of very strong regional importance as an urgent transport priority and that the rail services must start this calendar year with funding provided. Furthermore, the project requires to be immediately included in both the Regional and National Land Transport Programmes without delay.  I am not aware of a petition or a petition of this size for any other regional transport project in many decades.
1.6 I am of the opinion that Environment Waikato should be prepared to let Hamilton City Council and Waikato District Council rate on their behalf for the train services. The rate should at least be in the catchment areas that would be served by the rail services.  I also demand Environment Waikato immediately engage with the NZ Transport Agency to provide at least the normal PT subsidy, or the normal rail subsidy provided elsewhere which is greater than the standard PT subsidy.
1.7 The commuter rail business case is economically viable with funding through local rating, funding from EW and NZ Transport Agency investment.  The train provides immediate transport benefits (unlike the Expressway) which can be recognised as soon as the services commence.  EW should engage immediate discussions with Hamilton City Council over any commercial data it has gathered from KiwiRail.
1.8 I recommend that train services are seen as part of an overall transport solution within integrated transport planning. The trains should be properly planned, managed, priced, funded, promoted and integrated with conveniently linked services at key stations to be successful.  
1.9 I believe an integrated local bus and rail ticket should be provided. This would enable train passengers to start and end their journeys on local buses in both Hamilton and Auckland with one integrated ticket. 
1.10 I request EW immediately look at re-opening the Hamilton Central (underground) station, as well as upgrade platforms at Huntly, Ngaruawahia, Te Kauwhata and possible Tuakau. The latter stations need some work to existing platforms and must have lighting, signage and shelters.

1.11 I request EW to immediately develop an experienced rail team. This could be similar to ARTA/ARC and Greater Wellington Regional Council. This is due to the lack of understanding of passenger rail the council has displayed to date.

1.12 I demand EW to plan for a two year (minimum) rail trial and with at least 3 return rail services weekdays (as an option outlined in the EW commissioned study in 2009). This must commence this year to help the service develop and encourage Rugby World Cup visitors to chose rail over driving to and from Auckland in 2011.

1.13 I request that EW support the campaign being organised by the Campaign for Better Transport in support of Waikato Commuter Trains. 

 ISSUE 2:  53 (or more) Tonne Trucks:
2.1 I wish to state my opposition to trucks heavier than 44 tonnes based on a lack of evidence of costs involved in road upgrading, lack of proof of productivity gains, safety issues, and transfer of attributable operating costs and road pavement wear onto taxpayers and ratepayers.  I demand EW work with Local Councils to ban heavy trucks from their roads with in the EW region.  This must be mentioned in the Annual Plan this year.
2.2 Allowing heavier, larger and slower trucks on the regions roads posses increased congestion and safety issues which are against best international practice. Should EW support these so called “higher productivity” vehicles on Waikato roads then it endorses practises which would be viewed as not best international practise. It would endorse endangering public safety.
2.3 Environment Waikato is recommended to encourage all local city and district councils within its boundaries to include a ban of all trucks weighing in excess of 44 tonnes from city or district roads (with the exception of designated state highways for this purpose).
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